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CULTURE

'VeU\ cRQYiQciQg:' AQdUeaV M�he'V MeUkeO (RU QRW) ShRWRV
Andreas Mühe has taken many an official photo of German Chancellor Angela Merkel. A selection is on display at a show in
Dresden ± but is it really always Merkel we see in the photos?

AdYerWisemenW

ANGELA MERKEL ² REALITY AND FICTION

The chaQceOORU'V Rffice
Angela Merkel spent a lot of time at her office in Berlin, pictured above in 2009. Daylight is seen pouring in through a large window; the German and EU flags
have a place of honor along one wall behind her desk. These kinds of photos by Andreas Mühe, some of which are real and others staged, are currently on
display at the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen in Dresden's Lipsius Building.
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Andreas M�he creates cleYerl\ staged photos

AIWHU 16 \HDUV LQ JRYHUQPHQW, MHUNHO LV OHDYLQJ RIILFH LQ WKH IDOO. IW ZLOO PDUNɾD WXUQLQJ SRLQW IRU AQQHJUHW KOLQNHU, FXUDWRU DW WKH DUHVGHQ SWDWH
AUW CROOHFWLRQV, WRR. FRU KDOI KHU OLIH, AQJHOD MHUNHO ZDV GHUPDQ\'V FKDQFHOORU.

AW WKH HQG RI MHUNHO'VɾODVW WHUP, KOLQNHU DQG JHQHUDO GLUHFWRU MDULRQ AFNHUPDQQ SXW WRJHWKHU D SKRWR H[KLELWLRQ RI MHUNHO SKRWRV E\ AQGUHDV
M�KH WR PDUN KHU PRPHQWRXV H[LW DV WKH ZRPDQ DW WKH WRS RI GHUPDQ SROLWLFV. BXW QRW DOO RI WKH SKRWRVɾVKRZ MHUNHO ± RU GR WKH\? AV WKH
FXUDWRU SXW LW, "WH'UH QRW VKRZLQJ DQ AQJHOD MHUNHO H[KLELWLRQ, EXW DQ AQGUHDV M�KH H[KLELWLRQ."

TKH VKRZ LV HQWLWOHG "AOOHV, ZDV QRFK QLFKW JHZHVHQ LVW, LVW ZXNXQIW, ZHQQ HV QLFKW JHUDGH MHW]W LVW" - ZKLFK URXJKO\ WUDQVODWHV DV "EYHU\WKLQJ
WKDW KDVQ'W KDSSHQHG \HW LV SDUW RI WKH IXWXUH, LI LW LVQ'W KDSSHQLQJ ULJKW QRZ." TKLV YHUERVH WLWOH UHIHUV WR DɾFRPPHQW MHUNHO PDGH LQ 2012
DERXW GHUPDQ\'V IXWXUH SURVSHFWV DW WKDW WLPH.

Mom posed as Merkel

NLQH \HDUV ODWHU, MHUNHO LV QRZ MXVW ZHHNV DZD\ IURP KHU ODVW GD\ LQ RIILFH DV KHDG RI JRYHUQPHQW ² DQG LV GHSLFWHG LQ M�KH'V SKRWRV DV D
UHWLUHH. TKH 41-\HDU-ROG SKRWRJUDSKHU KDG KLV PRWKHU VWDQG LQ DV D MHUNHO ORRN-DOLNH DQG SKRWRJUDSKHG KHU LQ WKH ORQJ-GLVXVHG FKDQFHOORU'V
UHVLGHQFH LQ BRQQ, ZKLFK VHUYHG DV WKH WKH RIILFLDO UHVLGHQFH RI GHUPDQ\'V KHDGV RI JRYHUQPHQW IRU 50 \HDUV.

HHUH, WKH ZRPDQ ² ZKR FRXOG MXVW HDVLO\ɾSDVV DV AQJHOD MHUNHO ZKHQ KHU EDFN LV
WXUQHG WR WKH FDPHUDɾ² LV VHHQɾVLWWLQJɾRQ D EHG, DW D NLWFKHQ WDEOH, RQ D SDWLR RU XQGHU D
ILU WUHH LQ WKH JDUGHQ. TKH SKRWRV DUH MX[WDSRVHG ZLWK VKRWV RI WKH UHDO MHUNHO, VWDQGLQJ
XQGHU D ILU WUHH, ZLWK KHU IDFH WXUQHG DZD\, RU UHOD[HG LQ D FKDLU LQ D SKRWR VWXGLR. TKH
LPDJHV EOXU WKH OLQHV EHWZHHQ IDFW DQG ILFWLRQ, EHWZHHQ WKH LPDJH WKDW AQJHOD MHUNHO
VKRZV WR WKH ZRUOG DQG WKH UHDO SHUVRQ EHKLQG WKDW LPDJH.

BXW MHUNHO DV D EUDQGɾLV HDVLO\ UHFRJQL]HGɾE\ WKUHH IDPLOLDU IHDWXUHV: KHU KDLUVW\OH, KHU
RXWILW DQG KHU SRVWXUH. HHU ZD\ RI KROGLQJ KHU KDQGV WRJHWKHU LQ WKH JHRPHWULFDO VKDSH
RI D GLDPRQG KDV ORQJ EHFRPH KHU VLJQDWXUH ORRN.

'Historical figure'

DHVSLWH IRFXVLQJ SUHFLVHO\ RQ PDQ\ RI MHUNHO'V W\SLFDO DWWULEXWHV, WKH ZRUNV DUH QRW PHDQW WR EH VDWLULFDO DW DOO ² AQGUHDV M�KH KDV VDLG WKDW
KH DOUHDG\ VHHV CKDQFHOORU MHUNHO DVɾ"D KLVWRULFDO ILJXUH." TKH SKRWR VHULHV LV DQ DWWHPSW "WR ILQG D ZD\ RI GHDOLQJ ZLWK D ZRPDQ ZKR KDV
VKDSHG RXU FRXQWU\ DQG WKXV SUREDEO\ HDFK RI XV DV ZHOO," M�KH VDLG LQ DQ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK DeU SSiegel QHZV PDJD]LQH.

AQGUHDV M�KH ZRUNV DV D IUHHODQFH SKRWRJUDSKHU LQ BHUOLQ. HH WRRN RIILFLDO SKRWRV RI CKDQFHOORU MHUNHO LQ 2009. BXW KLV QHZ SKRWRV VKRZ D
GLIIHUHQW ZRPDQɾ² RQHɾZKR KDV ZLWKGUDZQ IURP WKH SROLWLFDO KXVWOH DQG EXVWOH.ɾM�KH'V PRWKHU, 70-\HDU-ROG WKHDWHU GLUHFWRU AQQHJUHW HDKQ,
WRRN RQ WKH UROH RI MHUNHO LQ WKH SLFXWUHV WKDW ZHUH VWDJHG.

AQG HYHQ WKRVH SRVHG LPDJHV FRXOG EH UHDO. "I OLNH KRZ M�KH SOD\V ZLWK UHDOLW\ DQG ILFWLRQ," VDLG KOLQNHU. "IW IHHOV YHU\ FKDUJHG, YHU\
FRQYLQFLQJ."

ThiV aUWicle ZaV WUanVlaWed fURm GeUman.

DW RECOMMENDS

HRZ \RXQg ShRWRgUaSheUV Vee GeUmaQ\
From fairytales to Merkel and the German military, German photographers as young as 13 take a unique view of their country. Winners of a major youth
photo award are presenting their works in a special exhibition.  ɾ

MeUkel emSaWhi]eV ZiWh VWUXggliQg cXlWXUe VecWRU
After artists and other people working in the culture sector expressed their COVID-related frustrations to Angela Merkel, the chancellor promised that the
industry would be included in any reopening steps. ɾ

AQgela MeUkel ² UealiW\ aQd ficWiRQ
Posture, hair style, outfit — everything suggests that the woman in the photos in a show in Dresden is German Chancellor Angela Merkel. But is the woman
in the shots really her?  ɾ

IQ Whe ShRWR VWXdiR
Angela Merkel looks rather relaxed in this 2011 official photo by Andreas Mühe. It is one of the photos on display alongside shots with Merkel look-alikes at
the Dresden show.

Author: Stefan Dege
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